THEDMERE

FOCUS
PENNY OTTON - WORKING FOR RATTLESDEN, HESSETT, BUXHALL, DRINKSTONE, GEDDING AND FELSHAM

Vote

Penny Otton
For the New Rattlesden Ward
On the 2nd of May
As an experienced councillor, both at district and county
council I hope I have been able to get things done. Buxhall
and Hesse� are in my county council division so I know
what the issues there are and have been able to help with
them. I already a�end both of these Parish council
mee�ngs, along with the other four, and always give a
wri�en report for their records.
FOLLOWING A REVIEW OF MID SUFFOLK WARDS THERE WILL NOW BE FEWER COUNCILLORS BUT LARGER WARDS
MID SUFFOLK LIB DEMS - OUR FIVE POINT PLAN

1. HOUSING
Set up a housing company by releasing
money from council commercial properties
outside the district to build more affordable
homes.
2. ENVIRONMENT
Invest in renewable energy and reduce
waste. Protect the natural environment and
open spaces. Increase cycling provision.
3. YOUTH COUNCIL
Set a youth council with powers to influence
policies.
4. AREA COMMITTEES
Organise area committees involving local
people with meetings across the district.
5. PLANNING
Support neighbour plans and work with
them to reduce the impact of major
developments. And make sure enforcement
is carried out.

CLIMATE CHANGE
Following two motions to Suffolk county council, one to
stop the use of single us plastic and one to cut carbon
emissions the council will now have to take real action. I
am delighted to have been able to get the main council
in Suffolk to do all it can to reduce the impact of plastic
and to help to reduce the effects of climate change.
SPEEDING
This continues to be a major problem in all the villages.
As a result, I have been able to help them with the cost
of their VEHICLE ACTIVATED SIGNS AND SPEED GUNS.
HEAVY GOODS
In Rattlesden the
on-going issue with
HGVs continues to
cause a real nuisance.
So, I have asked for a
review of the planning
permission and to
have some “NOT
SUITABLE FOR HGV”
signs put up, although
I know this has not
stopped the problem.

THE NEW RATTLESDEN WARD NOW INCLUDES BUXHALL AND HESSETT WITH RATTLESDEN,
FELSHAM DRINKSTONE AND GEDDING.

TORIES STOP FREE SCHOOL TRANSPORT
Who campaigned long and hard to try and get this
decision reversed?
PENNY DID!
This was the most disruptive proposal for schools,
parents, pupils and teachers in our area since they
decided to abolish the middle schools. The decision
to scrap free school transport for over 600 pupils
attending Thurston Community College will have
catastrophic impact on the college, the parents, the
pupils and the community. Penny spoke against this
at scrutiny meetings, at council meetings, at public
meetings and has supported both Rattlesden Primary
School and Thurston Community College in their
attempts to get this stopped,
The changes to the policy will be implemented in September 2019, and will see free school transport restricted
to children who attend their nearest school only. I am glad that, through our consistent opposition to the
policy, we were able to reduce the severity of the final policy change., we were able to ensure that children
who are currently attending a school will continue
to receive free school transport until the end of
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
their time at that school – thus reducing the
The Tory controlled Mid Suffolk council failed to achieve a
upheaval and ensuring no child is forced to move
5-year land supply, despite myself and the other Liberal
schools in the middle of their education.
Democrat councillors calling for this work to be treated as
urgent. As a result, we have seen numerous speculative
planning applications approved.
HELP FOR OUR COMMUNITIES
Using her locality fund Penny has been able to:
Help with the cost of a new floor for Rattlesden pavilion, support RATTITUDE to help restore the clock on the
church and provide new kerbing for the cemetery and Birds Green.
Get Drinkstone village hall a new oven, fund the local WW1 project and improve the allotments.
Provide Felsham with some new playground equipment.
RATTLESDEN COMMUNITY SHOP
Provide Hessett a bench and flower area.
The community shop is going from strength
to strength and now has a loyalty card
Get Buxhall their community emergency equipment.
scheme, the ability to accept credit card
Help Thurston with its neighbourhood plan and the children's
payments and Sunday opening for papers area in the library.
and delicious croissants!
Obtain a speed gun for Great
Penny says “This has shown how
Finborough.
important these local facilities are to
Penny has also provided several
our villages. However, I was so
grit bins for the villages.
furious that Mid Suffolk planners
refused the new signs that I raised it
in full council. The council says it
wants to support shops then does
that.”

FELSHAM COMMUNITY SHOP
Penny was pleased to be at the official
opening and congratulate the volunteers
who managed to get it up and running.

Would you like to help Penny win?

Go to www.midsuffolklibdems.org.uk/en/volunteer to find out how.

The Liberal Democrats, locally and nationally, may
use any information you have provided, including
your political views, to further our objectives,
share it with our elected representatives and/or
contact you in future using any of the means
provided. Some contacts may be automated. You
may opt out of some or all contacts or exercise
your other legal rights by contacting us. Further
details are in our Privacy Policy at
www.libdems.org.uk/privacy.
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